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Fiscal Estimate Narratives
DNR 4/1/2010

LRB Number 09-4264/1 Introduction Number SB-632 Estimate Type  Original

Description
control of nonpoint source water poliution in certain areas with carbonate bedrock and granting rule-making

authority.

Assumptions Used in Arriving at Fiscal Estimate

Current law requires the Department of Natural Resources (DNR) and the Department of Agriculture, Trade
and Consumer Protection (DATCP) to promulgate rules to limit nonpoint source water pollution, that is,
water pollution from diffuse sources, such as construction sites and feedlots.

This bill requires DNR, in consultation with DATCP, to promulgate rules to limit pollution of groundwater
caused by the land spreading in certain areas of the state. These rules would apply to certain areas with
carbonate bedrock that are susceptible to groundwater contamination caused by land spreading and that
are not sufficiently protected by the current rules concerning nonpoint source water pollution. The rules
promulgated under this bill apply to susceptible areas in specified counties.

The bill requires DNR to identify areas in this state that exhibit carbonate bedrock characteristics that may
cause them to be susceptible to groundwater contamination from land spreading. The bill also requires DNR
to promulgate rules for ranking the land in potentially susceptible areas into categories according to relative
vulnerability to groundwater contamination and to identify the categories for which additional regulation is
needed.

The bill authorizes DNR to enforce the rules concerning land spreading on susceptible lands by issuing
citations, which are similar to traffic tickets.

The rules promulgated by DNR and DATCP under current law to limit nonpoint source water pollution, as
described above, do not apply to an agricultural facility or practice that was in existence before October 14,
1997, unless financial assistance is available to pay a portion of the cost of complying with the rules. Under
this bill, if the facility or practice is on land categorized in a category with heightened vulnerability to
groundwater contamination, it must comply with the rules regardless of financial assistance availability.

The bill requires the county land conservation committee in a covered county to categorize the land in
potentially susceptible areas (as identified by DNR ) in the county according to the rules for ranking those
lands. Therefore, most costs for DNR, while indeterminate, would be one-time and associated with initial

rule development.

Long-Range Fiscal Implications
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